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Pesticide peer review, EFSA and the Member States

With around 900 active substances used in plant protection products 

in the various Member States, but not necessarily authorised for use 

in all countries, Europe needed a harmonised approach to safeguard 

consumers, workers and the environment while providing consistency 

for industry. To ensure this, Europe’s pesticide peer review programme 

was created. 

Since 2003, EFSA has worked closely with Member States to scientifi cally 

assess the risks within the European Commission’s Europe-wide peer 

review programme of active substances used in plant protection 

products. The Commission then uses these assessments when deciding 

whether to place active substances on the positive EU list or not.

Active substances in plant protection products are the chemicals or 

micro-organisms that enable the product to do its job. For example, 

herbicides destroy unwanted plants while insecticides protect the plant 

against insects which harm plants or reduce crop yields.
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Peer review in practice

At EFSA a dedicated unit, the Pesticide Risk Assessment and Peer 

Review Unit (PRAPeR), has overall responsibility for managing the 

peer review process. But it fi rst begins with Member States. 

Under EU law active substances cannot be used in plant protection 

products unless they are on the EU list of approved substances. Before 

a substance can be placed on this list, industry has to prove that it can 

be used safely regarding human health, the environment and residues 

in the food chain. The applicant submits an extensive dossier to the 

agency in Member States responsible for pesticide risk assessments. 

A Member State then writes a draft assessment report.

Once complete, it is sent to EFSA and other Member States - the 

‘peers’- for comment. The industry applicant and experts at the 

Member State that drafted the report can respond to the comments. 

The comments and draft report are made publicly available for 

consultation. 

EFSA and Member States then discuss the feedback before EFSA 

drafts the conclusion which is then submitted to the Member State 

for comment. EFSA then fi nalises the conclusion which is sent to 

the Commission and made publicly available online. It is up to the 

Commission to decide whether to include the active substance in the 

positive list or not. All told, the process takes at least three years.

F e a t u r e

Today and tomorrow

In 2007, EFSA published conclusions on 20 diff erent active 

substances. In 2008 that fi gure is expected to rise to 60. To help 

manage this increased workload, from 1 January 2009, a new 

Pesticide Steering Committee will begin work. Made up of national 

pesticide risk assessment experts as well as EFSA and European 

Commission representatives, it will help ensure the best possible use 

of resources, increase effi  ciency and further strengthen consumer 

protection. 

By the end of 2009, the peer review programme, which began in 

1993, will have reviewed all active substances that were on the EU 

market in 1993. Until then, some substances awaiting the decision 

to be on the EU list or not, may still be authorised for use in the 

EU nationally. Existing substances that were not on the list may no 

longer be used in the EU. New active substances, outside of the 

existing programme, are peer reviewed in the same way as existing 

active substances. 

On issues that cannot be resolved by peer review, or when further 

scientifi c guidance is needed EFSA’s Panel on Plant Protection 

Products and their Residues (PPR) steps in. Such topics include 

toxicology, the fate and behaviour of pesticides or the risks to birds 

and mammals of using pesticides. Alongside the PRAPeR unit, the 

PPR Panel helps ensure plant protection products in Europe provide 

the right level of protection to plants without harming humans or 

the environment.  ■
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On 8 September, EFSA launched its Information Exchange Plat-

form. This new site facilitates the exchange of scientifi c information 

between EFSA and European Union (EU) Member States. 

Scientifi c information shared through this new platform ranges 

from scientifi c articles and opinions to research results, guidance 

documents and work plans. Scientifi c events of interest can also be 

posted in a calendar and users can exchange comments on a spe-

cifi c topic in the discussion forum.

The objective is to have a tool which is benefi cial and valuable for 

EFSA and Member States. During the six month pilot phase, access 

is given to Advisory Forum Members, Focal Points and EFSA staff  

members. EFSA, together with Member States, will then review it 

early 2009, and from the pilot phase experience, will revise and im-

prove the platform where necessary.

The collection and exchange of scientifi c data and information was a 

priority of the Strategy for Cooperation and Networking, developed 

by EFSA and Member States. Setting up the Information Exchange 

Platform is a major step forward in addressing this priority. ■

H i g h l i g h t s

Sharing scientifi c information Europe-wide

> F O R  M O R E , 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/ScientificPanels/efsa_locale-
1178620753812_PRAPER.htm    
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The role of EFSA 

EFSA is the European Union’s scientifi c risk assessment body on 

food and feed safety, nutrition, animal health and welfare, and 

plant health and protection, tackling issues all along the food 

chain. Its Scientifi c Committee and Panels consist of independent 

scientists from universities, research institutions and national 

food safety authorities. They deliver high-quality scientifi c advice 

for Europe’s decision-makers to act on and protect consumers, 

animals and plants.

EFSA currently seeks independent experts for its Scientifi c 

Committee and Panels. Experts are sought for a 3 year term, 

renewable, starting in the summer of 2009.

EFSA’s Scientifi c Committee and Panels  

•   Experts sought to cover plant health and plant protection, GMOs, 

feedstuff s, animal health and welfare, toxicology, contaminants 

in the food chain, biological hazards including TSEs, dietetic 

products, allergies, novel foods and nutrition

•   Selected through an open procedure based on proven scientifi c 

excellence and independence

Apply online from 23 October to 7 January to join 

other top scientists: www.efsa.europa.eu

Committed to ensuring that Europe’s food is safe

Join EFSA’s Scientifi c Committee or Panels

•  Make a diff erence to European food safety 

•  Deliver scientifi c advice to Europe’s risk managers  

•  Be part of Europe’s network of top food safety scientists 
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   Why scientific co-operation? 

> Bernhard Berger Experience has taught us that only by working 

together can we ensure that our food in Europe is safe. It is increas-

ingly important that we continue to build our relationship between 

EFSA and Member States to address the collective challenges we are 

facing. By sharing information and expertise, we can make eff ective 

use of synergies, benefi t from the available pool of European exper-

tise, and avoid duplication of work.

   How does EFSA strengthen its co-operation with Member States?

> The Strategy for Co-operation and Networking provides the frame-

work for activities in this area. It identifi es four priority areas: exchang-

ing and collecting scientifi c data and information; sharing risk assess-

ment practices; contributing to the harmonisation of risk assessment 

methodologies; and promoting coherence in risk communication. It 

also proposes to establish Focal Points, to support EFSA’s Advisory Fo-

rum Members in all 27 Member States. 

With the establishment of EFSA’s Scientifi c Co-operation Unit in late 2007, 

scientifi c co-operation with and between Member States has intensifi ed, 

building on the notable work previously done by the Advisory Forum.

Various initiatives, such as the dissemination of EFSA’s publications, 

also broadened EFSA’s scientifi c outreach and made EFSA’s scientifi c 

work more visible. And networking with competent organisations in 

Member States enables EFSA to respond more eff ectively and fl ex-

ibly to its growing workload. These organisations undertake work for 

EFSA, such as collecting data and providing scientifi c and technical 

support, under Article 36 of its Founding Regulation. Scientifi c co-

operation with Member State organisations also takes place via public 

procurement procedures and other specifi c agreements.

How do Focal Points work?

> The role of Focal Points is to provide support to their Advisory Forum 

Member. During the fi rst year, Focal Points prioritised the setting-up 

of national networks. They have played a pivotal role in helping EFSA 

to update and maintain the list of Article 36 organisations. By testing 

and helping to populate EFSA’s Expert Database, Focal Points signifi -

cantly supported its successful launch in June this year. In future, EFSA 

and Member States will benefi t from a growing pool of highly quali-

fi ed and specialised experts. EFSA’s Scientifi c Committee and Panels 

benefi t from the exchange of scientifi c data and information collected 

by Focal Points.  ■

?

?
?

I n t e r v i e w

> Bernhard Berger ,  Head of EFSA’s Scientifi c Co-operation Unit

Progress through co-operation



Events

Publ icat ions

It is crucial that EFSA reaches out to partners 

and stakeholders across Europe to help ensure, 

collectively, that they work even closer together to 

make food safe for all Europeans. Part of this involves 

visiting the relevant food safety agencies to better 

explain EFSA’s work and role while also learning how 

each country manages and ensures food safety.

Examples of how this is being achieved by EFSA 

include:

>  In Oslo, the Norwegian Scientifi c Committee for 

Food Safety held a joint conference with EFSA on 

12 June entitled ‘Food Safety in Europe: Progress 

through Cooperation’, to mark its nomination to 

become Norway’s national Focal Point.

>  In Copenhagen, EFSA’s Executive Director, 

Catherine Geslain-Lanéelle, visited the Danish 

National Food Institute on 20 June.

>  In Slovenia Ms Geslain-Lanéelle addressed the 

international conference ‘Food safety, animal 

health and consumer protection’ on 23 August. 

On the same day, EFSA and the Slovenian Minister 

for Agriculture, Forestry and Food, Mr Iztok Jarc, 

signed a Focal Point agreement.

>  In Paris, EFSA and the French food safety 

agency (AFSSA) held the joint event  ‘Health risk 

assessment in the context of food animal and 

plant imports in the European Union’, on 3 October 

2008. The event examined, in particular, how EFSA 

and national risk assessment bodies contribute to 

European Union (EU) food safety, and their role in 

defi ning the appropriate level of protection in the 

EU, especially with regard to imports.

>  In Helsinki, Ms Geslain-Lanéelle, and EFSA’s Risk 

Assessment Director, Riitta Maijala, visited the 

Finnish food safety agency on 19 November.

>  In Copenhagen, Danish food safety experts and 

EFSA met on 20 November to discuss EFSA’s work 

and role in the European food safety system from 

a European and a Danish perspective. 

EFSA will continue to visit countries throughout 

Europe to forge even stronger ties between itself, its 

national counterparts and stakeholders to improve 

cooperation, collaboration and information 

exchange.

Largo N. Palli 5/A

I – 43100 Parma

Italy

Tel: +39 0521 036 111

Fax: +39 0521 036110

info@efsa.europa.eu

www.efsa.europa.eu

Reproduction of articles is authorised, 
except for commercial purposes, 
provided that the source is 
mentioned.

>  Chief editor : Anne-Laure Gassin 

(EFSA)

>  Editorial board : Gaby-Fleur 

Böl (Germany), Pierre Cassart 

(Belgium), Edel Conway (Ireland), 

Albert Knut Solem (Norway), 

Vassilios Krestos (Greece), Jan 

Meijer (The Netherlands), Torben 

Nilsson (EFSA), Evert Schouten 

(representing the Advisory Forum), 

Carola Sondermann (EFSA), Karen 

Talbot (EFSA). 

The views or positions expressed in 

this newsletter do not necessarily 

represent in legal terms the offi  cial 

position of the European Food Safety 

Authority.

Stay updated !
To receive this newsletter, please 

email : newsletter@efsa.europa.eu

News on EFSA’s co-operation projects 

can also be found at the EFSA website at 

www.efsa.europa.eu. In particular at the 

following address: 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/

PartnersNetworks/efsa_locale-

1178620753812_Scientifi cCooperation.htm

Core documents including scientifi c 

opinions, agendas and minutes of 

meetings can be found here.
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As EFSA reaches out across Europe

Focal Points meet their national networks

Over 40 national scientifi c events and meetings have been organised by Focal Points in 

Member States. There participants learnt more about EFSA and how to get involved with EFSA. 

Participants were also informed about the role of Focal Points and their collaboration with 

EFSA. The target audiences included concerned risk assessment institutes and organisations, 

ministries, universities, experts and stakeholders from industry, retail, consumer organisations, 

environmental and other NGOs.

To better provide stakeholders with useful and 

thematic information, EFSA has launched a series 

of three easy-to-read electronic newsletters called 

‘EFSA in focus’.

Each newsletter brings together related topics to 

allow readers to choose the newsletter which is of 

most value to them, whether it is plants, animals 

or food. 

Each issue showcases EFSA’s most important 

recent work, reports on ongoing work, shares 

reports from meetings, announces future events 

and encourages closer collaboration with EFSA 

through informing readers about public consulta-

tions, calls, and contracts awarded. There is also 

a list of what EFSA is currently working on or has 

recently published.

To subscribe to one of these quarterly newslet-

ters, simply email newsletter@efsa.europa.eu. 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/NewsPressRoom/

News/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902066324.

htm
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EFSA in focus PLANTS

The European Food Safety Authority has pub-

lished scientific advice on citrus plant pests and 

concluded that some of the organisms exam-

ined could pose a risk to the French overseas 

departments of Guadeloupe, French Guiana, 

Martinique and Réunion. 
Based on a review of the information provided 

by the French authorities and on additional sci-

entific data, EFSA recommended that five of the 

15 citrus pests and diseases evaluated should 

be added to the EU list of organisms harmful 

to plants and plant products. Of those five, the 

fungus Ceratocystis fimbriata, is considered, by 

far, the most likely to cause a serious disease in 

many plant species. 

5 out of 15 citrus fruit pests and diseases 

could threaten growers in French overseas 

departments

Welcome to the new EFSA newslet te r,  

EFSA in focus - Plants. This newsletter aims to keep you abreast of the 

latest developments from EFSA in plant health, 

plant protection products, the peer review of 

pesticides and their residues, GMOs, and the 

Europe-wide collection and analysis of food and 

feed data for exposure assessments. This easy-to-read newsletter provides a compre-

hensive overview of all our activities related to 

your work. 
>  Our key topics section is a snapshot of what 

we consider to be our most important recent 

work. 
>  In each edition, EFSA at work, will provide a 

glimpse of what EFSA does in a given area.
>  We will also include reports of past events and 

announcements of forthcoming events.

Introduction
Contents

Introduction 
1

Key topics >  5 out of 15 citrus fruit pests and diseases  

could threaten growers in French  
overseas departments 

1
>  Banana pests could threaten  

French growers overseas 

2
>  Assessing the risk of residues  

from multiple pesticides 

2
>  Opinion on the science behind the Guidance  

document on risk assessment for birds  

and mammals 

3
>  Sign up to EFSA’s online database of  

scientific experts 

3
EFSA at work >  EFSA’s role in pesticide residue  

risk assessments 

4
Meeting reports >  Supporting EU phytosanitary decision making 5

Events 
> The international congress of plant pathology 5

Calls 

6
 Article 36 calls 

6
 Call for proposals 

6
Latest Mandates received 

7
Opinions and other documents 9

>  To encourage you to get involved with EFSA we 

will publish information on public consulta-

tions, calls for data and contracts awarded.   
>  To help you keep your finger on EFSA’s pulse, 

the newsletter will list the latest mandates and 

scientific opinions and other publications 

published by our sector specific panels.
Please feel free to distribute this electronic news-

letter to your colleagues. To subscribe, simply send 

your email details to newsletter@efsa.europa.eu.  

The newsletter will be published quarterly.
To help us improve and best cater to your needs, please 

send any feedback to newsletter@efsa.europa.eu.
EFSA in focus is a series of EFSA targeted news-

letters. Other topics include Food and Animals. 

For news on EFSA’s corporate activities, see our 

general newsletter ‘EFSA News’, and for news on 

how EFSA cooperates with Member States, see 

our ‘Moving Together’ newsletter.
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EFSA in focus FOOD

Scientists of two newly created Panels at EFSA gathered in Parma on 10 July for their inaugural meetings. The Panel on food additives and nutri-ent sources added to food (ANS) and the Panel on food contact materials, enzymes, flavourings and processing aids (CEF) will replace the Panel on addi-tives, flavourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food (AFC) which held its final meet-ing on 8-9 July 2008. These two new panels will car-ry out work previously allocated to the AFC Panel.
The AFC Panel, chaired by Dr Susan Barlow, which was established since EFSA was created, made a significant contribution to European Union risk assessment on substances found in foods, tack-ling such crucial issues as the safety of flavour-ings and food additives, including colours.

EFSA creates two new panels to boost its scientific work on substances in food

Welcome to the new EFSA newslet te r,  EFSA in focus - Food. 
This newsletter aims to keep you abreast of the latest developments from EFSA in food additives and nutrient sources, food contact materials, contaminants in the food chain, dietetic prod-ucts, nutrition, allergies, biological hazards, zoonoses, and the Europe-wide collection and analysis of food and feed data for exposure as-sessments.

This easy-to-read newsletter provides a compre-hensive overview of all our activities related to your work. 

>  Our key topics section is a snapshot of what we consider to be our most important recent work. >  In each edition, EFSA at work, will provide a glimpse of what EFSA does in a given area.>  We will also include reports of past events and announcements of forthcoming events.

IntroductionContents
Introduction 

1Key topics 
>  EFSA creates two new scientific panels 1>  Bacterial tolerance and antimicrobial resistance of substances used to decontaminate poultry carcasses 

2>  Working together for a common understanding  on what adults eat all across Europe 2>  EU-wide survey on Salmonella in  slaughtered pigs 
3> EU-wide survey on Salmonella levels in turkeys 3>  Food additives and child behaviour 4>  Marine biotoxins in shellfish 4>  Safety of lycopene food colour 5>  Reducing the Listeria risk in ready-to-eat foods 5>  Nutrient sources containing vanadium 6>  Sign up to EFSA’s online database of  scientific experts 

6EFSA at work 
>  New risk assessment reports on bisphenol A  7>  Safety of food flavouring substances 7>  Insufficient information hinders evaluation of nutrient sources in food supplements  8>  Which food may carry nutrition  and health claims? EFSA advises 8Meeting Report 

>  EFSA’s 11th Scientific Colloquium –  Acrylamide carcinogenicity 9Events
>  Assessing the health benefits of controlling Campylobacter in the food chain 
Data sharing with Member States >  Monitoring polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons presence across the EU 

10>  Strong response from Member States to  EFSA’s call for cadmium exposure data 10Calls 
11 Article 36 calls 
11 Calls for data 
13 Calls for tender 
13Public consultations 14Latest Mandates received 15Opinions and other documents 17

>  To encourage you to get involved with EFSA we will publish information on public consulta-tions, calls for data and contracts awarded.   >  To help you keep your finger on EFSA’s pulse, the newsletter will list the latest mandates and scientific opinions and other publications published by our sector specific panels.
Please feel free to distribute this electronic newsletter to your colleagues. To subscribe, simply send your email details to newsletter@efsa.europa.eu.  The newsletter will be published quarterly.

To help us improve and best cater to your needs, please  send any feedback to newsletter@efsa.europa.eu.EFSA in focus is a series of EFSA targeted news-letters. Other topics include Plants and Animals. For news on EFSA’s corporate activities, see our general newsletter ‘EFSA News’, and for news on how EFSA cooperates with Member States, see our ‘Moving Together’ newsletter. 
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EFSA found there is no published data to indi-

cate that four substances used to decontaminate 

poultry carcasses, within the proposed condi-

tions of use, will increase bacterial tolerance to 

these substances or increase resistance to thera-

peutic antibiotics and other antimicrobial agents. 

This is despite a long history of use.

The assessment followed a request from the 

European Commission to assess the possible 

development of antimicrobial resistance when 

chlorine dioxide, acidified sodium chlorite, triso-

dium phosphate and peroxyacids are used to 

decontaminate poultry carcasses. They are pres-

ently used in the United States to kill or reduce 

bacteria, such as Salmonella or Campylobacter in 

poultry. At present, no such substances are au-

thorised for use in the EU but permission may be 

given under European Union legislation when 

preceded by a thorough scientific evaluation.

EFSA assesses bacterial tolerance and 

antimicrobial resistance from four substances 

used to decontaminate poultry carcasses

Welcome to the new EFSA newslet te r,  

EFSA in focus - Animal. 

This newsletter aims to keep you abreast of the 

latest developments from EFSA in animal health 

and welfare, biological hazards including TSEs, 

contaminants in the food chain, feed additives 

and data collection on zoonoses. 

This easy-to-read newsletter provides a compre-

hensive overview of all our activities related to 

your work. 

>  Our key topics section is a snapshot of what we 

consider to be our most important recent work. 

>  In each edition, EFSA at work, will provide a 

glimpse of what EFSA does in a given area.

>  We will also include reports of past events and 

announcements of forthcoming events.

>  To encourage you to get involved with EFSA we 

will publish information on public consulta-

tions, calls for data and contracts awarded.   

Introduction

Contents
Introduction 1

Key topics 
>  Bacterial tolerance and antimicrobial resistance 

of substances used to decontaminate poultry 

carcasses 
1

>  EU-wide survey on Salmonella  

in slaughtered pigs 
2

>  EU-wide survey on Salmonella in turkeys 2

>  Cross-contamination of coccidiostats in  

non-target animal feed 
3

>  Sign up to EFSA’s online database of  

scientific experts 
3

Meeting reports 
>  First Meeting of the EFSA Advisory Forum 

Representatives on Animal Health  4

>  Meeting with stakeholders on animal  

welfare of farmed fish 
4

>  Silage additives in the EU:  

Stakeholder conference  
4

>  Animal cloning: Stakeholder consultation 4

Public consultations 
>  Public consultation on foodborne  

antimicrobial resistance 
5

Events 
>  Pre-announcement: 12th EFSA Scientific  

Colloquium on Campylobacter 5

Calls 
6

 Article 36 calls 
6

 Calls for data 
8

 Calls for tender 
8

Latest Mandates received 9

Opinions and other documents 13

>  To help you keep your finger on EFSA’s pulse, 

the newsletter will list the latest mandates and 

scientific opinions and other publications 

published by our sector specific panels.

Please feel free to distribute this electronic newslet-

ter to your colleagues. To subscribe, simply send 

your email details to newsletter@efsa.europa.eu. 

The newsletter will be published quarterly.

To help us improve and best cater to your 

n e e d s,  p l e a s e  s e n d  a n y  f e e d b a c k  t o  

newsletter@efsa.europa.eu.

EFSA in focus is a series of EFSA targeted news-

letters. Other topics include Food and Plants. 

For news on EFSA’s corporate activities, see our 

general newsletter ‘EFSA News’, and for news on 

how EFSA cooperates with Member States, see 

our ‘Moving Together’ newsletter. 
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